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PS 104-02: Comparative Political Systems 
Fall 2011 

TTH 2-3:15 PM 
Academic Hall 337 
(3 Credit Hour class) 

 
Dr. Debra Holzhauer 
Office: Carnahan Hall 211J 
Office Phone: (573) 651-5137 

Office Hours: MF 10:00-11:00 AM, TTH 11-12 NOON, by appointment in my 
office, and by instant messaging through Window’s Live Messenger 
Email address: dholzhauer@semo.edu (students must use their SE key for all 
email correspondence) 

 
COURSE OVERVIEW AND FORMAT: 
Hi, and welcome to this introductory face-to-face class on comparative political 
systems.  In this class we will explore why governments exist, what functions 
they serve, and how they can create problems as well as solutions in relation to a 
diverse set of political systems.    
 
By the successful conclusion of this course, students should have: 
 

 gained substantive knowledge about the institutions, cultures, and 
practices of democratic, democratizing, and non-democratic governments 
(specifically the US, Great Britain, France, Japan, Mexico, Iran, Russia, 
and China) 

 become familiar with the basic terminology utilized within the discipline of 
Comparative Politics.   

 started to connect these facts and take the first steps in understanding 
some of the relationships that exist between actors and concepts 
associated with politics.   

 honed their verbal and writing skills.    
 
Although this course will be taught primarily using a lecture format, every effort will 
be made to incorporate other activities, including some role-playing simulations 
and videos.  In addition, this class will incorporate elements of technology, utilizing 
a class Gradebook, DropBox, Forum, and the online testing site (“Tests and 
Quizzes”).   
 
STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO ATTEND CLASS REGULARLY AND TO 
PARTICIPATE ACTIVELY.  My lectures are not meant to be mere presentations 
of facts about politics and government derived from your reading assignments.  
Instead, they are meant to highlight and explain your readings.  
 
Student performance will be evaluated on the basis of 2 online quizzes, 2 in-class 
quizzes, two exams, class participation, a country profile report, 2 short essays, 1 
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simulation position paper, and participation in an in-class Model UN simulation.  A 
more detailed discussion of these assignments is provided below.   

 
COURSE MATERIALS:  
Required: 
 

1. MARK KESSELMAN, JOEL KRIEGER, AND WILLIAM A. JOSEPH.  
Introduction to Comparative Politics, 5th ed.  This book is available 
from Textbook Rental.  This textbook also has an associated web site:   
http://college.cengage.com/polisci/kesselman_et_al/comparative_pol
itics/5e/student_home.html  (You may access this web site for free.) 

2. Additional materials located on the class web site, through links on the 
“Class Assignments” web page.   ALL INFORMATION from these additional 
materials is considered to be “fair game” for the exams. 

3. Regular reading of a national or international newspaper, watching of 
national newscasts and television opinion programs, or regular 
reading/listening of the news via a Web service.  Students should keep up 
with current events and make every effort to assess such events in light of 
what they learn in class.   
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
1. REGULARLY ASSIGNED READINGS 

• Complete all assigned readings BEFORE you come to class. 
 

2. CLASS PARTICIPATION 

• Regular attendance and participation in class activities: 
o You are expected not only to regularly attend class and actively 

participate in discussions and other classroom activities.     
o Attendance.  

� While attendance per se is not required of students here at 
SEMO, attendance in this class will constitute as a supplement 
to your final grade, and will be taken into account in borderline 
cases.    

� The University’s official statement about attendance may be 
accessed at: 
http://www.semo.edu/bulletin/pdf/2010_Academics.pdf, pp. 19-
20. 

o Participation.  
� As part of the assessment process regarding participation, I will 

pass around a signup sheet at the beginning of each class and 
it is your responsibility to sign this sheet.  At the end of the 
semester, I will randomly select 10 of these signup sheets to 
determine class participation grade. 

o AN IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT EXCUSED ABSENCES: as per 
University rules, “if an absence is associated with a university-
sanctioned activity”, I will allow you to make up any missed 



 3

assignments, but you MUST inform me before you miss any 
class(s) for such a reason and you MUST make alternative 
arrangements with me to complete your missed assignments 
prior to your absence.  In addition, if you should miss any class 
due to a serious illness or a death in the family, please let me 
know as soon as possible.  I will allow you to make up any 
missed assignments as a result of these reasons, so long as you 
provide supporting evidence (e.g. a doctor’s note, an obituary) 
for your absence.   

• 1 Role-Playing Simulation 
o You will be expected to participate in an in-class Model UN 

simulation at the end of the semester. 
o Your participation in this simulation will be graded in 2 ways:   

� First, you can earn up to 15 points when you participate in this 
simulation.  Of these 15 points, 5 points will be automatically 
assigned to each student who is physically present for the 
simulation; the other 10 points will be assigned to each student 
on the basis on how much that student actually actively 
contributes to the simulation.   

� Second, you will be expected to prepare a position paper for this 
simulation.  More information about this paper can be found 
below and on the class web site on the Class Assignments and 
Class Syllabus web pages. 

• Pop Quizzes 
o Finally, with regard to participation, the instructor reserves the right 

to administer pop quizzes in this class.   
� Points from these quizzes will be figured into your overall point 

total in addition to the rest of your required elements. 
o With regard to these "pop" quizzes, THERE WILL BE NO 

POSSIBILITY OF MAKING ANY OF THEM UP FOR ANY 
REASON EXCEPT FOR AN EXCUSED ABSENCE. 

 
3. EXAMS 

• 2 In-class Quizzes 
o 2 quizzes will be administered in this class as a way to familiarize 

students with the format of identification questions that will show up 
on the exams in this class and test students’ knowledge about their 
reading materials.  They will only consist of open-ended identification 
questions drawn from the book chapter that is currently being 
discussed in class. 

o The dates of both quizzes will be announced the class period before 
they are to be administered. 

• 1 Online quiz 
o This quiz will be open on Wednesday, September 24 from 

12:01:00 AM to 11:59:00 PM.  It will cover information covered on 
your class syllabus and the class web site and will be worth a total of 
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10 points.  You are expected to take this test using a secure 
browser.  It will be open for 30 minutes and you will be able to take 
this quiz twice. 
� If you do not have a secure browser downloaded onto your 

computer, you will be provided a link to do so when you first 
attempt to open up the quiz. Once the browser has been 
downloaded, go to the icon (for the secure browser) on your 
desktop and click on it.  You will then be directed to type in the 
class web address.  Do so and then hit enter.  Once the class 
web page opens up, click on the “Tests and Quizzes” link.  You 
will now be able to take this quiz. 

o If you experience any technical difficulties, including downloading the 
secure browser, you MUST contact SEMO’s Online Technical 
Support   (http://online.semo.edu/help/) for help (ASAP). 

• 2 Exams 
o The exams in this class will NOT be cumulative and both will consist 

of “open ended” questions (such as identification, short answer and 
essay questions).  Study guides for these exams will be made 
available in the class Forum at least 1 week before the start of each 
test.   

o All exams must be written in blue books (available at the Southeast 
Bookstore) and you MUST use a new blue book for each test.  As a 
result, no "recycling" of blue books is allowed in this class.  
Students who do not follow this rule will be assessed a penalty of 1 
full letter grade on their exams. 

o Students are allowed to bring into the class at test time a 3x5 note 
card as a prompt for information covered on each of these exams.   

• Only under VERY SEVERE CIRCUMSTANCES will you be allowed to 
make up any test, and then only when the instructor is contacted before 
the start of the class and when supporting documentation can be 
provided.  

 
4. MODEL UN SIMULATION PREPARATORY PAPER 

• This paper must be a ½-1 typed, single-spaced page in length (with 
default margins).  In this paper, you will be expected to explore 2 topics 
from the position of your Country Profile Report country.   
o A simulation handout is available on the Class Assignments and 

Class Syllabus web pages; this handout explains in detail the 2 
topics covered in this simulation. 

• You will need to turn in a hard copy of this paper to the instructor at 
the beginning of the simulation.   

• In this paper:  
o you are expected to cite any material that is directly quoted and/or 

paraphrased in your position paper.  This instructor recommends 
in-text citations.     
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o you must include a bibliography with your position paper.  You must 
use MLA formatting within your bibliography. 

o and writing DOES count. You will be graded on the mechanics, 
substance (e.g. focus, significance), organization (e.g. structure, 
coherence and paragraphing), evidence (e.g. accuracy, support 
and documentation), and “tone” of your paper. 

 
5. COUNTRY PROFILE REPORT 

• Each student must complete a Country Profile Report for this class.  
Students will first select a country (other than the 12 countries covered 
in your text)--with approval by the instructor--and then conduct research 
on their selection.  The final report will mainly consist of a mandated list 
of demographic, social, economic, and political indicators.  (This list of 
indicators can be found in a SAMPLE COUNTRY PROFILE REPORT 
that can be located in the class Forum and on the Class Syllabus web 
page.)  It must also contain an analysis section where you discuss, in 
depth, the implications of at least 3 indicators.  Which indicators you 
choose is up to you, although you cannot concentrate solely on 3 
political, or 3 social, or 3 economic indicators to the exclusion of all 
other indicators.   

• There are 3 goals associated with this assignment.  First, students will 
become familiar with yet another country from around the world.  
Second, students will become more familiar with the internet and the 
variety of sources of political information that exists.  Third, you will 
continue to hone your writing skills as you complete this assignment. 

• A hard copy of your 5 top country preferences, listed as 1 through 5 
(one being your first choice and five your fifth choice) is due at the 
beginning of class on Thursday, September 1.  On Tuesday, 
September 6, you may go to the class Forum to see which country 
you were assigned.   

• An electronic copy of this Report is due in the class DropBox by 
11:59:00 PM on Thursday, November 3.    
o DropBox accepts the following types of file formats: .doc and 

docX.    
o Any paper emailed or physically handed in to me will be penalized 

1 full letter grade. 
o LATE COUNTRY PROFILE REPORTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 

UNLESS YOU HAVE ARRANGED SOMETHING WITH ME IN 
ADVANCE.   

• More specific details about this assignment can be found on the Class 
Syllabus, Class Assignments, and Forum web pages.  You can also find 
the grading criteria for this assignment on the Class Syllabus web page. 

 
6. MISSOURI CONSTITUTION PAPER 

• For 25 points, each student must complete a short paper comparing 
and contrasting the Missouri state constitution, the US constitution, and 
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the constitution of the country that they have chosen for their Country 
Profile Report.  

• This paper should consist of 2 sections. In the first section (the main 
part of the paper), you are expected to discuss 3 similarities and 3 
differences between these 3 constitutions. In the second part of your 
paper (your conclusion), you should discuss how constitutions of lower 
level governments, like the State of Missouri, compare and contrast to 
the constitutions of national level governments.  

• To help you in the exploration of this topic, you should consult the 
following web sources: 
o http://confinder.richmond.edu/  
o http://www.sos.mo.gov/pubs/missouri_constitution.pdf  

• This paper should be a minimum of 750 words long, using 12 point font 
and regular margins. (Please be aware that any paper falling below 
this minimum will be automatically penalized 1 full letter grade.) An 
electronic copy of this paper is due in the class DropBox by 
11:59:00 PM on Thursday, September 29.  

• ABSOLUTELY NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED. 
 

7. ALTERNATIVE CLASS ASSIGNMENTS 

• These assignments are to be completed in lieu of two classes when the 
instructor has to be absent due to conference obligations.   

• Online Lecture and accompanying Online Quiz. 
o In lieu of class on 11/17-11/22, you will need to complete two 

activities.  First, you are required to read Kesselman, chapter 11, 
and my online lecture about Russian Politics, which will be posted 
to the class web site on the “Class Assignments” web page.  After 
you have read these materials, you are then expected to take an 
online quiz that will be open on 11/22 (from 12:01:00 AM to 
11:59:00 PM).   

o This quiz will be open for 45 minutes and you will only be able to 
take it once.     

o The due date for this assignment is Tuesday, November 22 by 
11:59:00 PM. 

• Online Videos and accompanying Essay Assignment. 
o In lieu of class on 11/17-11/22, students are expected to go watch a 

short video – “A Man Like Putin” at 
http://www.pbs.org/soundtracks/stories/putin/.  In addition, you are 
expected to watch the accompanying video “Strongmen and 
Dissenters” at   
http://www.pbs.org/soundtracks/stories/putin/strong.php. 

o Students are then expected to complete a short essay (a minimum 
of 500 words) about what they learned from these videos and what 
they think about the state of democracy in Russia.   

o An electronic copy of this essay is due in the class DropBox 
on Tuesday, November 22 by 11:59:00 PM. 
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� If you need further “stuff” to talk about, why don’t you check out 
Russia’s recent Freedom House Report -- 
http://freedomhouse.org/template.cfm?page=22&year=2011&co
untry=8119 

• IMPORTANT NOTE: If you are unable to complete these assignments 
due to technical difficulties, please contact me and SEMO's Online 
Technical Support as soon as possible. 

 
8. EXTRA CREDIT 

• There will be opportunities to earn extra credit in this class.   As these 
opportunities become available, they will be posted in the class Forum. 

• One opportunity involves working with SEMO’s Model United Nations 
club.   Specifically, extra credit will be offered to those individuals who 
help the club to host its annual High School Model UN conference on 
Thursday, November 10.  All SEMO High School conference 
volunteers will need to be available on Thursday (November 10) from 
7:30 AM -12:00 PM to qualify for the full amount of extra credit (20 
points).  If you are interested in participating in this conference, please 
contact me ASAP as there are limited spots for volunteers. 

• Students can only earn up to 5% of the total amount of points possible 
in this class for extra credit. 

  
CLASS ETIQUETTE RULES:  

1. Cell phones are to be turned OFF before class begins.   
2. Portable technology (e.g. laptops, IPODs, PDAs, electronic dictionaries, 

and recording devices, etc…) are allowed in this class (but not during 
exams).    

3. You MUST make every attempt to come to class on time and to not leave 
early. It is disruptive to the class when people walk in late and/or leave 
early.  

4. Finally, please be respectful to everyone in this class; this includes 
maintaining an atmosphere of civility and one free from harassment.   
Alleged violations of the Code of Student Conduct will be adjudicated in 
accordance with the established procedures of the judicial system. 
(http://www6.semo.edu/stuconduct/) Examples of uncivil behavior include 
carrying on extraneous conversations in class (these interfere with the 
learning atmosphere in the classroom), harassing a fellow student or the 
instructor (both within class and in emails; this includes sexual 
harassment), using unacceptable language towards someone in class or 
in emails, and physical violence.   

 
It is important to note that all of these rules will apply throughout the 
semester.  If anyone breaks these rules, I reserve the right to take remedial 
action as I see fit, unless already specified. 
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COURSE GRADING:  
Your grade will be computed as follows: 
 
Class Participation  50 points (10.3%) 
Country Profile Report 100 points (20.6%)  
1 Preparatory Simulation Position Paper 25 points (5.2%) 

Missouri Constitution Paper 25 points (5.2%) 
Model UN Simulation Participation 15 points (3.1%) 
Alternative DropBox Assignment 25 points (5.2%) 
Alternative Russian Politics Online Quiz 15 points (3.1%) 
First Online Quiz 10 points (2.1%) 
2 In-Class Quizzes 20 points (10 points each; total = 4.1%) 

Midterm 100 points (20.6%) 
Final 100 points (20.6%) 
Pop Quizzes ? points 
Total Points:  485 points 
 
Two important notes are warranted here.  First, an online GradeBook is utilized in 
this class so that you can easily track your grade throughout the semester.  
Second, given that there is ample opportunity for extra credit, it is my policy to not 
“curve” grades.  
 
DISABILITIES: 
If any student in this class has any special needs due to a disability, please notify 
me during the first week of class.  I will do my best to accommodate your needs. 
 
Students may obtain official information about the University’s policies and 
services surrounding physical or learning disabilities from Learning Assistance and 
Disability Support Services (http://www6.semo.edu/lapdss/).  Students can contact 
Disability Support Services at 573-651-2273. 
 

ACADEMIC HONESTY: 

I am very concerned about academic honesty in this class and expect you to take 
this code very seriously.   Academic dishonesty as defined by Southeast Missouri 
State University includes "those acts which would deceive, cheat, or defraud so 
as to promote or enhance one's scholastic record. Knowingly or actively assisting 
any person in the commission of an above-mentioned act is also academic 
dishonesty." (p.12)  Academic dishonesty includes the acts of plagiarism and 
cheating. 
  

Please be aware that if I find any instance of academic dishonesty, I will require 
that you meet with me about the assignment under question, as per University 
policy.  After conferring with you about this issue, if I feel that the violation is not 
egregious, it is up to my discretion to resolve this issue with you informally 
by having you repeat the assignment, after you have received additional 
instruction as provided by the University Library, Writing Center, or other 
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University resources.  Once you have repeated the assignment, the matter will 
be considered by me and the University to be resolved.  If on the other hand, I 
feel that the violation is egregious, I consider it to be within my power to simply 
award you a "0" for the assignment.  In addition, your actions will be referred to 
the Departmental Chairperson (of Political Science, Philosophy, and Religion) for 
judicial action. 

   

I would suggest that everyone takes the time to read this code fully as I have not 
listed all elements or steps associated with this code.  The University’s official 
statement about academic honesty, including plagiarism, may be accessed at:  
http://www.semo.edu/bulletin/pdf/2010_Academics.pdf, pp. 20-23.   Additional 
information may be accessed at: http://www6.semo.edu/judaffairs/ . 
 
AN UNABASHED PLUG FOR SEMO’S MODEL UNITED NATIONS CLUB:   
Located here on campus is a Model United Nations Club of which I am the 
faculty advisor.  In addition to discussing matters relevant to the UN, the club 
also hosts a Model UN for area high schools and participates in several 
simulated United Nations events throughout the school year.  Current plans call 
for the club to attend a simulation in Chicago this semester and another 
conference next spring.  If you are interested in learning more about the club, 
please feel free to stop by and talk to me or check out the club’s website 
(http://cstl.semo.edu/modelun/). 

 

CLASS SCHEDULE 
 

Disclaimer:  All assignment due dates and details may be subject to change and 
that you should check the class web site (the “Class Assignments” web page) for 

periodic updates. 
 

 Week Date Subject Simulations Readings and Videos Notes 

 W 
 E 
 E 
 K 
 
 O 
 N 
 E 
 

8/23 Class 
Orientation 
 

  The Online Quiz 
opens tomorrow 
(8/24) at 12:01:00 
AM and will remain 
open until 11:59:00 
PM.  You can take 
this quiz twice; you 
have 30 minutes 
each time to 
complete this quiz. 
 

8/25  Simulation: 
“General Politics: 
Who Gets What, 
When, and How” 
simulation 
 
 
 

Simulation Handout All handouts are 
available online on 
the class website. 
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 W 
 E 
 E 
 K 
 
 T 
 W 
 O 
 
  

8/30 Issues in 
Comparative 
Politics: States, 
Nations and the 
Effects of 
Nationalism and 
Globalization 

 Kesselman, Chapter 1 
 
“Sources of Legitimacy” 
Handout 
 
“Political Socialization” 
Handout 

 

9/1  US Politics: The 
Context of 
Politics 
 

  Kesselman, Chapter 7 

 

DUE: Your top 5 
country 
preferences for 
your Country 
Profile Report are 
due today at the 
end of class.  
 
You will find that it 
is easier to access 
the web sites listed 
on this syllabus 
through links on the 
class web site. 

 W 
 E 
 E 
 K 
 
 T 
 H 
 R 
 E 
 E 
 

9/6 US Politics: The 
Political 
Process 

 Chapter 7 continued 

"A Diagram of Presidential 
Systems" Handout 

“Consequences of PR, 
Majoritarian, and SMDP 
Systems” Handout 

 
"Structural Variants of the 
Modern State" Handout 
 
http://www.archives.gov/fede
ral-register/electoral-
college/index.html 

 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.
S._Electoral_College 

You can view your 
assigned country 
for the Country 
Profile Report 
today in the class 
Forum. 
 

9/8 US Politics: 
Current Events 

  Chapter 7 continued 

 

 

 W 
 E 
 E 
 K 
 
 F 
 O 
 U 
 R 

 

9/13 British Politics: 
The Context of 
Politics  
 

 Kesselman, Chapter 2  
 

 

9/15 British Politics: 
The Political 
Process 

Video: Prime 
Minister’s 
Questions 

Chapter 2 continued 

"A Diagram of Parliamentary 
Systems" Handout 

“Consequences of PR, 
Majoritarian, and SMDP 
Systems” Handout  
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"Structural Variants of the 
Modern State" Handout  
 
“Coalition Theories” Handout 
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Co
alition_government 
 
http://www.thefreedictionary.c
om/shadow+cabinet 
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pri
me_Minister%27s_Questions 
 

 W 
 E 
 E 
 K 
  
 F 
 I 
 V 
 E 
 

9/20 British Politics: 
Current Events 

 Chapter 2 continued 

 
 

 

9/22 French Politics: 
The Context of 
Politics 

 Kesselman, Chapter 3 
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M
ay_1968 

 

 W 
 E 
 E 
 K 
 
 S 
 I 
 X 
 

9/27 French Politics: 
The Political 
Process 
 

 Chapter 3 continued 

"A Diagram of Hybrid 
Systems" Handout 

“Consequences of PR, 
Majoritarian, and SMDP 
Systems” Handout 
 
"Structural Variants of the 
Modern State" Handout  
 

 

9/29 French Politics: 
Current Events 

  Chapter 3 continued 
 
Textbook’s online General 
Resources – Animations – 
Europe Expansion 
 
 

DUE: Missouri 
Constitution 
Essay.  This paper 
is due in the 
DropBox by 
11:59:00 PM 
tonight. 

 W 
 E 
 E 
 K 
 
 S 
 E 
 V 
 E 
 N 

10/4 Japanese 
Politics: The 
Context of 
Politics  

 Kesselman, Chapter 5  
 
 
 

 

10/6 Japanese 
Politics: The 
Political 
Process 

 Chapter 5 continued 
 
"A Diagram of Parliamentary 
Systems" Handout (review) 
 
“Consequences of PR, 
Majoritarian, and SMDP 
Systems” Handout (review) 
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"Structural Variants of the 
Modern State" Handout 
(review) 
 

 W 
 E 
 E 
 K 
 
 E 
 I 
 G 
 H 
 T 
 

10/11 Japanese 
Politics: Current 
Events 
 
 
 

Video: Japan’s 
About Face 

Chapter 5 continued  
 

10/13 NO CLASS – 
FALL BREAK 
 

NO CLASS NO CLASS 
 

NO CLASS 

 W 
 E 
 E 
 K 
 
 N 
 I 
 N 
 E 

10/18 MIDTERM 
 

MIDTERM MIDTERM 
 
DO NOT FORGET TO 
BRING A BLUEBOOK. 
 
A study guide for this exam is 
available in the class Forum 
section of this website. 
 
Also, don’t forget your 3x5 
note card.  You can use this 
study prompt while taking this 
test. 

MIDTERM 

10/20 Mexican 
Politics: The 
Context of 
Politics 

Video: The Black 
Grandma in the 
Closet 
 

Kesselman, Chapter 10 
 

 

 W 
 E 
 E 
 K 
 
 T 
 E 
 N 

10/25 Mexican 
Politics: The 
Political 
Process 

 Chapter 10 continued 

"A Diagram of Presidential 
Systems" Handout (review) 

"Consequences of PR, 
Majoritarian, and SMDP 
Systems" Handout (review) 

"Structural Variants of the 
Modern State" Handout 
(review) 

 
 

10/27 Mexican 
Politics: Current 
Events 
 

 Chapter 10 continued 
 
http://www.freedomhouse.org
/template.cfm?page=140&edit
ion=9&ccrpage=43&ccrcountr
y=193 

 
 

 W 
 E 
 E 
 K 
 

11/1 Iranian Politics: 
The Context of 
Politics 

 
 

Kesselman, Chapter 12 
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ira
nian_Revolution 
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 E 
 L 
 E 
 V 
 E 
 N 

11/3 Iranian Politics: 
The Political 
Process 

 Chapter 12 continued 
 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/share
d/spl/hi/middle_east/03/iran_p
ower/html/default.stm 
 
http://www.globalsecurity.org/
military/world/iran/pasdaran.h
tm 

DUE: Country 
Profile Report.  
This assignment is 
due in the DropBox 
by 11:59:00 PM 
tonight. 

 W 
 E 
 E 
 K 
 
  
 
 
T 
 W 
 E 
 L 
 V 
 E 
 
 

11/8 Iranian Politics: 
Current Events 
 

  Chapter 12 continued 
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/20
09%E2%80%932010_Iranian
_election_protests 
 
http://www.underminingdemo
cracy.org/iran/ 

 

11/10 NO CLASS – 
HIGH SCHOOL 
MODEL UN 
CONFERENCE 
(at SEMO) 
 

NO CLASS NO CLASS 
 
“What ever happened to 
Iran’s green revolution?”  
http://www.scpr.org/programs
/patt-
morrison/2011/05/11/what-
ever-happened-to-irans-
green-revolution/ 

NO CLASS 
 
Information on the 
upcoming Model 
UN simulation is 
now available.   
 
You will be 
expected to 
represent the 
country on which 
you completed a 
Country Profile 
Report in the 
simulation. 

W 
E 
E 
K 
 
T 
H 
I 
R 
T 
E 
E 
N 

11/15 Chinese 
Politics: The 
Context of 
Politics 

Video: Young 
and Restless in 
China 

Kesselman, Chapter 13 
 

 

11/17 NO CLASS – 
AMERICAN 
MODEL UNITED 
NATIONS 
CONFERENCE 

NO CLASS NO CLASS 
 
In lieu of class on 11/17 and 
11/22, students are expected 
to read the following -- 
 
Kesselman, Chapter 11  
 
Online Readings:  
(1) “Russian Politics” 
(2) “Gorbachev’s Reforms” 
handout " 
 
-- and watch 2 short videos: 
“A Man Like Putin” and 
“Strongmen and 
Dissenters” (available 
through a link on the Class 
Assignments web page.) 

The assignments 
associated with 
your readings and 
assigned videos 
here are discussed 
below for 11/21. 
 



 14

 W 
 E 
 E 
 K 
 
 F 
 O 
 U 
 R 
 T 
 E 
 E 
 N 
 

11/22 NO CLASS—
AMERICAN 
MODEL UNITED 
NATIONS 
CONFERENCE 

NO CLASS NO CLASS 
 
In lieu of class on 11/17 and 
11/22, students are expected 
to read the following -- 
 
Kesselman, Chapter 11  
 
Online Readings:  
(1) “Russian Politics” 
(2) “Gorbachev’s Reforms” 
handout " 
 
-- and watch 2 short videos: 
“A Man Like Putin” and 
“Strongmen and 
Dissenters” (available 
through a link on the Class 
Assignments web page.)  

NO CLASS 

DUE: Online Quiz 
over the assigned 
readings. This quiz 
is available through 
the web site’s tests 
and quizzes link.  
Students have 45 
minutes to take this 
quiz and can only 
take it once. The 
quiz opens at 
12:01:00 AM and 
closes at 11:59:00 
PM tonight. 
 
DUE: Response 
Paper on the 
videos.  After 
watching these, 
you are expected to 
complete a 500 
word essay.  This 
essay is due in the 
class DropBox by 
11:59:00 PM 
tonight. 

11/24 NO CLASS – 
THANKSGIVING 
BREAK 
 

NO CLASS NO CLASS NO CLASS 

 W 
 E 
 E 
 K 
 
 F 
 I 
 F 
 T 
 E 
 E 
 N 

11/29 Chinese 
Politics: The 
Political 
Process 

 Chapter 13 continued 
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/So
cialism_with_Chinese_charac
teristics 
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sc
ientific_Development_Concep
t 
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ge
nerations_of_Chinese_leader
ship 

 

12/1 Chinese 
Politics: Current 
Events 

  Chapter 13 continued 
 
http://www.underminingdemo
cracy.org/china/ 

 

 W 
 E 
 E 
 K 
 
 

12/6 The Impact of 
the International 
Arena on 
States: 
Globalization 
and The United 

 Kesselman, Chapter 1 
(review) 

 
http://www.un.org/aboutun/ch
art_en.pdf 
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 S 
 I 
 X 
 T 
 E 
 E 
 N 

Nations http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Un
ited_Nations 
 

12/8  Simulation: 
International 
Politics and the 
United Nations 
simulation 

Simulation Handout 
 
(This handout is available on 
the class website.) 
 

DUE: POSITION 
PAPER for the 
United Nations 
simulation. 
 
You need to turn in 
a hard copy of your 
position paper at 
the beginning of the 
simulation today. 

 F 
 I 
 N 
 A 
 L 
 S 
 
  

12/13 FINAL EXAM 
scheduled to 
begin at 2 PM on 
Tuesday 

FINAL EXAM FINAL EXAM 
 
DO NOT FORGET TO 
BRING A BLUEBOOK and 
your 3X5 note card! 
 
A study guide for this exam is 
available in the class Forum 
section of this website. 

 FINAL EXAM 

 


